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SERMON XII. 
Delivered at the Universalist Church in the city of Hudson, N. Y. 
BY REY. JOHN F. MYERS. 


“ Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou 
shalt be fed.”—Psaum 37: 3. 





Nothing can be more deplorable, than the condition of that individual 
whose trust is not reposed in the living God. When afflictions come upon 
him, he is forlorn and silent, neglected and despised, uneasy for want of 
consolation, and doubtful as to his present condition, or the condition in 
which he will be placed hereafter. Without trust in the omnipotent and all- 
wise Jehovah, the state of man is truly wretched. The human mind is per- 

tually seeking for some superior nature, on which to depend in all the vi- 
cissitudes of the present state of existence. A-man will go to foreign na- 
tions with the hope of gaining wealth ; he will meet with difficulties innume- 
rable ; his courage will many times forsake him, and from the gloomy pros- 

t of his affairs, he will be almost tempted to despair. In this condition; 
he looks for something on which he may rest with security. He feels the 
want of some everlasting intelligence to direct his steps. He realizes his 
own inability and his own frailty, and looks forward to a period, when he 
shall find out the true God, and cast all hisburdens upon him: He can find 
no peace, no real happiness, in any thing else. ‘To the man who does not 
trust in the Lord, the universe which we behold is a state of uncertainty and 
gloom. We see the works of man come quickly to an end. ‘The vicissi- 
tudes of life are truly melancholy. Generation succeeds generation ; and 
those that to-day are in the bloom of health and beauty, are to-morrow con- 
signed to the silent tomb. Happy is he who, under all the changes of this 
transitory life, puts his trust inthe Lord. In this state, he is prepared to 
meet all the evils of life with calmness and composure. He will then not 
fear what man can do unto him. Though his friends die, and his relatives 
fall around him, he is unmoved. His convictions of the never changing 
goodness of the Deity is a source of comfort to him, that man and the works 
of man cannot take away. Ask the wanderer on the dark blue ocean, whose 
life is a perpetual contention with the elements, and to whom nothing is 
certain for an hour, or even a moment, whether he has never been placed in 
a condition in which he needed the assistance of a being superior to man. 
Did he never encounter the angry elements when his strength proved ineffee- 
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tual, when there appeared no prospect of preserving his life, or the life of 
his friends—when every moment appeared carrying him nearer to destruc- 
tion ? What, under these circumstances, were his thoughts ? Or how did he 
conduct himself in the trying hour? Did not an inward monitor whisper to 
him to trust inthe Lord’? Where, alas, could he find assistance? On what 
other being in the universe could he rely for help ? He could not fly for re- 
fuge to any human arm, but was forced to repose in the living God, as the 
rock of ages. 

Try the condition of the man who acknowledges no God, and rejects all 
revealed religion. Behold him in the hour of affliction, when death seems 
to be rapidly approaching towards him. What are his thoughts ? How does 
he appear ? Does he enjoy the sweets that flow from putting confidence in 
Deity? Where does he go to seek for support ? Alas! to him there is no 
support. ‘To lim the laws of religion are nothing. ‘Il’o him the sublime 
truths of the gospel have been communicated in vain. He believes in no 
existence beyond the grave, no happiness in reserve in the blissful mansions 
on high. All his friends that have died before him, in his opinion are lost 
for ever in the shades of death. When he dies, he thinks he shall sleep in 
the silent dust for ever. He cannot put confidence in his God. His sun 
sets in a dark cloud, and he departs this life in darkness, despair, and eter- 
nal gloom. Miserable and deluded mortal! Has God created thee, and en- 
dued thee with so innumerable powers and faculties, to be wasted in so mean 
pursuits as belong to the present state of existence ? Wilt thou not acknow- 
ledge him to be thy Creator and protector, when he has furnished thee with 
so many tokens of his wisdom, goodness, and power ? Such are the conse- 
quences of not putting trust in the Lord. 

When the Psalmist exhorts mankind to put their trust in the Lord, he 
does not intimate that they are not to make endeavours for their own happi- 
ness. Were a person to neglect cultivating his ground; he could not rea- 
sonably expect to reap a harvest. Our endeavours are absolutely necessary 
to our present and future happiness. The giddy, the rash, the negligent, 
are too frequently inclined to murmur at the miscarriage of their schemes, 
and to become ruffled at unexpected disappointments. But he that believes 
in God, and puts his trust and confidence in him, whatever may be his for- 
tune, puts his trust in the rock of ages. It is not to be imagined that we 
are to be happy without exertion. The daily occurrences of life prove the 
contrary. 

Let us examine the youth that is just emerging into manhood. We may 
see him forming vast schemes and great designs for his future eminence and 
usefulness. He casts his eyes around him, and surveys the various condi- 
tions of life. He is now free from the restraint of parental authority. He 
is to make his way, by his own efforts, to usefulness, and honour, and hap- 
piness. But, how is this to be effected ? On every side, he perceives diffi- 
culties. He is, as it were, in the humble vale of life. He raises his eye to 
those characters that have reached the summit of human greatness. He 
perceives the honour that the world bestows upon them. He learns, that 
whenever they appear, the henedictions of the people proclaim their pas- 
sage ; and he is ready to exclaim, * when shall I reach so elevated a con- 
dition ?”” He pants for the pinnacles of honour. His restless ambition 
would make its way at once to power and fame, and he is apt to think that 
the labour of years is too much for the attainment of distinction among the 
sons of men. But hoary wisdom is at hand to direct him in the right way. 
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+ Put thy trust in the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, 
and verily thou shalt be fed.” 

Doubtless there are numbers, to whom it would be consolatory to learn 
the infinite importance of trusting in God. Are any labouring under afflic- 
tion which they cannot overcome, let them learn from this exhortation not 
to despair. ‘There is mercy in reserve for them. Go to the bosom of om- 
nipotent goodness, and lay your griefs at his feet, and trust in him for sup- 
port. Let them remember, that God * doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men.”’ 

To such as are near the brink of the grave, whose eyes are become dim 
with age, and whose limbs totter with debility, [ would apply this exhorta- 
tion of the Psalmist. Your youthful days are now over. A few more rising 
and setting suns will consign you to that narrow house appointed for all 
living, where the wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary be at 
rest. Your hour of dissolution is not far distant. You are soon to bid 
adieu to all the things of time and sense, and launch out into the wide ocean 
of eternity. ‘T'o these aged pilgrims I would say, that though it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God, ‘yet such as put their trust in 
him shall never be confounded. 

To those who are confined to the vale of poverty and wo, who hear no 
voice but that of necessity, I would apply the exhortation contained in the 
text, put your trust in the Lord, and you will find help. Our Saviour calls 
upon all such classes to come unto him. ‘ Come unto meall ye that labour 
and I will give you rest; take my yoke upon you, learn of me, for I am 
meek, and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.’ When difficulties come upon you, recol- 
lect the example which the Saviour has left us for our imitation. Renounce 
all creeds and opinions of men, and take the scriptures for your guide, and 
put your trust in the Lord ; and then, whether you are in a high or low sta- 
tion of life, you will enjoy that peace, that comfort, and that inward satis- 
faction, which it is beyond all mortal things, either to give, or to take away. 
How many sighs are heard, how many bitter repinings we hear among the 
dependent, the destitute, and the calamitous ! Complaints break out of the 
partiality of divine providence, the sufferings of worth, the trials of the 
good, and the enjoyments of the corrupt. But little do such individuals 
know respecting the true state of things. Upon the examination of the 
condition of mankind, sagacity will easily discover, that, whatever respect 
may be shown to power, wealth, learning, or even beauty, they have very 
little to boast of in regard to happiness. It is evident that the desires of 
mankind increase with their acquisitions. No sooner do we arrive at one 
degree of human excellence, than we are impatient to reach another. So 
long as man’s desires are ranging, he will be destitute of happiness. What 
could incite the warlike emperor, who set the world in arms with his victo- 
ries and successes, to such astonishing enterprises and undertakings as he 
was engaged in, but a wish, an insatiable desire, for something which was 
denied to humanity ? When once an individual has determined upon the at- 
tainment of any thing which is placed beyond his present sphere of vision, 
he is uneasy in the absence of it, and is a stranger to happiness until its ac- 
quisition. It has therefore been the advice of philosophers in all ages of the 
world, to lop off all desires that are immoderate, and rest satisfied with con- 
tent and tranquillity. And indeed, if there be a difference in the degree of 
happiness which mankind enjoy, we shall find the contented to possess the 
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largest share. Lament not, therefore, ye who are restrained from the plea- 
sures of ambition and ostentation by the narrowness of your fortunes, for 
you enjoy many pleasures to which the opulent and the adventurous are 
wholly strangers. ‘ 

In order that we may trust in the Lord, it is necessary that we possess 
just ideas of the divine character. We must be fully satisfied what sort of a 
being God is. We must put our trust and confidence in him as a being 
whom we can love, and serve, and depend upon for consolation in the hour 
ol distress. I[t will not do to think him cruel, unmerciful, vindictive. In 
such a divinity we can put no trust. ‘That we may trust in him, we must 
believe him to be good ; in no other being can we put our trust. What can 
be more absurd, than for persons who believe that the divinity is not a good 
and merciful Deity to call upen the world to trust in him? They clothe him 
with attributes foreign to his nature. When the scripture says that he is 
love, they make him a God of hatred ; they say that he is unmerciful. when 
the sacred penman declares that ** his mercy endureth for ever.” Wicked- 
ness in vain can fly to such a God for pardoning mercy, virtue can expect 
no protection from such a divinity ; affliction in vain will repose in the arms 
of such a God. ‘The Supreme Being is something different. Great beyond 
our narrow conceptions, he is unlimited in every attribute that he possesses, 
While his power is astonishing for its extent, his wisdom is unsearchable, 
his goodness is infinite, and his ways past finding out. Let such as have an 
inclination to ascertain the true eharacter of the Deity, look into the works 
of his hands, as they appear in the creation, and into the unerring oracles 
of divine truth. We believe that God in the distribution of his blessings, 
makes no distinction between the evil and the good. He has given us to 
know that he causes his sun to shine upon the wicked as well as upon the 
righteous. By this, we are not to understand that he suffers the wicked to 
go unpunished. Notwithstanding his impartiality in his distribution of bles- 
sings, he inflicts the proper punishment upon the wicked. Whatever bles- 
sings man may possess, they only enjoy God’s bounty, who make a right 
use of it. It is true, that we frequently see people who are vicious, array- 
ed in all the splendour and magnificence of the world ; and judging from the 
outward appearance, we might see jollity, festivity, and gaiety ; but it will 
be found, on a minute attention to them, that they are far from that state, 
whose ** ways are ways of pleasantness, and all whose paths are peace.”’— 
We never find the unrighteous enjoying happiness. We find them ‘like the 
changing ocean, ina state of constant agitation. They find briers and 
thorns spring up in their path. They realize a gnawing anguish which whis- 
pers, ‘** the way of the transgressor is hard.” 

Our text says, “ trust in the Lord, and do good.”’ The latter clause of 
this passage deserves our notice. ‘To do good is the character of God him- 
self. It is the character of every benevolent mind. It is the mark of a 
magnanimous and open heart. It characterized the Saviour of the world, 
who, we are told, constantly went about doing good. His humane heart 
was open to all the sons of wretchedness. He gave to all as their exigen- 
ces required. The lame he caused to walk. He gave speech to the dumb, 
and life to the dead. His goodness shone conspicuously in his last mo- 
ments, when he called upon heaven to pardon his cruel persecutors. But 
in what manner are mankind to do good? By what means can they become 
good to their fellow men? I answer, imitate the pattern of the Saviour of 
the world. You can pour oil into the wounded bosom, and you can draw 
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merit from obscurity, you can cause the widow’s heart to sing for joy, and 
modest want to bless your hand unseen, though hushed in patient wretched- 
ness athome. You can feed the hungry, you can clothe the naked, you can 
assuage the calamities of affliction, soothe the murmurs of discontent, bright- 
en the eye of sorrow, and animate the soul of despair. The brightest eyes 
may grow dim, the powerful may fail from their exaltation, the rich may be- 
come poor, and the lettered ignorant ; but the truly good man, whatever may 
be his condition, remains unshaken by the ravages of time. He looks upon 
the world with indifference. He learns to expect misfortune, and so arms 
himself to ward off the blow. He is unmoved by the vicissitudes of mortal 
life. It is not sufficient to trust in God, without any attempts to do good. 
The Psalmist declares, that, whoever trusts in God, and does good, shall dwell 
in the land and shall be fed. He says, “I have been young, and am now 
old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed beggthg bread.”’ 
By this he conveys the idea, that good men are provided with food, and habi- 
tation, and raiment, by the hand of God. 

If we examine the condition of those who are reduced from a state of af- 
fluence and honor, to a state of dependence and want, we shall find little dif- 
ficulty in discovering that they have refused to put their trust in the Lord, and 
to do good. ‘They disobeyed the commands of the Most High. They neg- 
lected to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. “They fell from 
their state of exaltation to a state of dependence and wo. It was in vain to 
strive to rise again. They were candidates for destruction. Whatever might 
have been their condition, they saw ruin hastily approaching. They became 
indifferent to life. They beheld the happiness of others with an evil eye, and 
in despair of ever regaining their former splendour, wealth, and power, they 
floated idly down the stream of time, at the mercy of every vicissitude, and 
regardiess of God or themselves. Are there any in this assembly who have 
never lost their dearest friends by the vice of intemperance? Wide wasting 
pest! that rages unconfined, and saps the foundation of all that is good. 
Under thy contaminating influence, friendship is severed, beauty blasted, 
greatness depressed, and learning degraded! How do thy potions secretly 
undermine the constitutions! Under thy destructive influence, eternal con- 
tentions are introduced into human society. We see nothing in thy train but 
disease, despair, and death. The blooming youth, seized with a hectic lan- 
guor, falls an easy prey to the hand of the spoiler. He sees his friends fall 
off one by one from his society. His health and his parts decay. He pro- 
ceeds in his vicious career, till death terminates his misery, and consigns him 
to the abodes of the departed. How sadly do his mourning friends survey 
his fate! Perhaps they watched over his infancy with a perpetual anxiety 
for his welfare. ‘They saw in his conduct, marks of a soaring, an ambitious, 
and perhaps a pious disposition. ‘They were ready to prognosticate his fu- 
ture usefulness and eminence. But, alas! the luckless hour arrived, when 
he fell from his high estate, and fellto rise no more. Fathers mourn the loss 
of fond children, cut down by this fatal scourge, which has proved more de- 
structive than plague, the famine, or the sword. Mothers weep over the re- 
mains of their tender companions for life. Children lament the fate of pa- 
rents, who have fallen victims to this vice, which strews with countless car- 
casses the land :— 





“ The gates of hell are open night and day, 
Smooth the descent, and easy is the way ; 
But to return, and view the cheerful skies, 
In this the art and mighty labour lies.” 
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Such is the importance of trusting in Ged, and doing good, in order to ob- 
tain respect among mankind, and happiness within our own breasts. * 'Trust 
in the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed.’’ No person will be compelled, by want or shame, to leave his natal 
land, and seek an asylum in foreign nations, who pays a just regard to the 
precepts of the Most High. He shall in reality, ** dwell in the land,” and 
enjoy the respect of his fellow men. 

As we have seen how deplorable is the condition of those who neglect to 
do good, we may be profitably employed in ascertaining whether vice ever 
conducts to happiness. We have been told that it is easy and pleasant to be 
vicious, and that men would be so, were they not afraid of a punishment that 
awaits them hereafter. We see, upon the examination of the bad, as we find 
them in society, that they do not enjoy happiness. On the contrary, they are 
invariably’ wretched. But he that puts his trust in the Lord, and does good, 
whatever may be his condition, will enjoy uninterrupted felicity. Banish 
then from your minds the groundless idea, that virtue goes unrewarded, and 
vice unpunished, to the grave. Look at the virtuous and the vicious, as we 
see them in society. We find that ‘the righteous are recompensed in 
the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.’? Compelled as we are 
to wander on in life without knowing whether the next moment will conduct 
us to safety or destruction, it becomes us, as rational beings, to seek out a 
rock of defence, and put our trust in the living God. If we do this, we may 
quietly pass through life, unmoved by all the various ills that load ths mortal 
state. We may bid defiance to the frown of envy, the scoff of pride, the in- 
solence of authority, or the ignoble artifices of cowardice and malevolence. 
Heaven will be our rock and our fortress. ‘The sun will diffuse its lustre 
upon our heads with ten fold beauty, the earth will smile around us, our 
friends will add to our felicity, and if we fall we shall receive countenance and 
support. Let then the fact be always before us, that, as we desire to be 
happy, we must follow the direction given us in the text, “‘ put our trust in 
God, and do good.”’ If we do this, we * shall dwell in the land, and verily 
we shall be fed.” But let us not forget, that neither the dignity of courage, 
the ornaments of wealth, or the splendor of greatness, will be able to afford 
happiness to him who is vicious and corrupt. Vice is the consequence of 
thoughtlessness and error, and wherever it appears, it raises hatred by the 
meanness of its artifices, and the malignity of its stratagems. Guard then all 
the avenues at which it enters the soul. Once indulge its approaeh, and you 
become lost to virtue. Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God, and remember, that whoever departs from the pre- 
cepts of virtue, ** wrongeth his own soul.”’ 
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When the Deity determined on the work of creation, we may suppose 
that all possible systems were present to his mind. All which infinite pow- 
er and wisdom could effect in the production of happiness must have been 
known to Him, because his knowledge is absolute and perfect. This amount 
of happiness he must have determined to produce, because, since he could 
have engaged in this work only to communicate happiness, it is inconceivable 
that he should have chosen the lesser in preference to the greater good. It | 
has been shewn that he could not communicate absolute perfection to any 
creature. That degree of perfection which his infinite wisdom perceived to 
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be the highest that it would, upon the whole, be best to impart, he commu- 
nicated, and to as great a number of intelligences as possible : possible, that 
is, in consistency with the greatést sum of happiness. ‘These creatures oc- 
cupying the first rank in the creation, he endued with certain natures and 

attributes. These latter might not at all interfere with the former. Infe- 
vibe they must be, but though inferior they might still possess a high degree 
of excellence, and enjoy an incalculable amount of happiness. Their imper- 
fection could not possibly detract from the enjoyment of the higher order, 
but only in a Certain measure from their own: and after the necessary al- 
lowance is made for this, there might be left a vast balance of excellence 
and happiness. Now that balance, to whatever it amount, is obviously just 
so much excellence and happiness produced in the creation, which could not 
have been produced, had the higher order only existed : that is, had not the 
degree of imperfection necessarily attached to the inferior order been per- 
mitted. When again we suppose the universe to be as full as possible of 
creatures in the second rank, we can imagine a third order still inferior to 
the second, and so constituted as not at all to interfere with it: then we can 
conceive of a fourth subordinate to the third, and a lower still, and yet a 
lower. According to this supposition, there is a scale of being at the top 
of which is the Great First Cause of all: between Him and the highest 
created intelligence there is an infinite distance, but from the highest order 
of creatures, a gradation to the bottom of the scale, which is nothing, or non- 
existence ; every intermediate degree being full: full of creatures, happy 
according to their several powers and capacities ; all subserving the most 
important ends to themselves and the system, and the higher orders never in- 
terfering with the lower, nor the lower with the higher. In relation to sub- 
jects so much above our present knowledge and capacity, it becomes us to 
think and speak with the greatest diffidence and humility : but there is some- 
thing so reasonable and _ beautiful in this conception, and it leads us to form 
such exalted apprehensions of the wisdom and goodness of the Creator, that 
we can scarcely be wrong in cherishing it. 

If this representation be just, there can be no question that creation is a 
most benevolent and glorious work : that it is consistent with Perfect Good- 
ness to give being to imperfect creatures, that it is equally consistent with 
it to place creatures in different ranks, and to communicate to some higher 
degrees of perfection than to others, since by this means the sum of human 
happiness is immeasurably increased. Hence, too, we perceive the true an- 

swer to all such questions as these,—Why are not creatures made higher 
and better ? Why are there not more ? Why is not such an order of beings 
endued with such and such faculties and perfections ? Why is it subject to such 
evils? The universe is as full of creatures as it can be ; creatures are endued 
with as many degrees of perfection as is possible: as many of the highest 
exist as can exist. Creatures of a certain order are not endued with such 
and such faculties and perfections, because if they were, there would no 
longer be creatures of that order: and all other orders are full. ‘To whiat- 
ever imperfections and evils they are subject, they have reason to adore the 
boundless goodness of their Author, for it is because his goodness is bound- 
less that he chose rather to give them existence with these evils, together 
with a preponderance of happiness, than no existence at all. 

Inseparably connected with this view of the creation is the opinion that 
creatures are continually advancing from one degree of knowledge, perfec- 
tion, and happiness to another, without ever coming toa period, It is pos» 
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sible that are beings placed in an unalterable condition, formed at first with 
all the perfection of which their natures are capable. Such an order of be- 
ings may be second only to the Deity in excellence and glory, and occupy 
only the top of the scale of the creation. We can imagine such an order, and 
if its existence be really wise and good, without doubt it does exist ; but we 
know so little even of ourselves and of our own world, and are so entirely 
ignorant of all others, that while pursuing such speculations we cannot be too 
cautious and diffident. But as far as we are capable of judging, it seems 
probable there is no such order ; that no being is fixed in an unalterable 
condition in the highest possible degree of perfection ; for we cannot well 
conceive of such degree ; since that which admits of continual addition can 
have no highest. According to our best conceptions, it seems more reason- 
able to beleive, that the highest order of beings, at whatever point they com- 
menced their career, are constantly advancing and will continue to advance 
for ever. And though their progress be inconceivably rapid and continue 
through the ages of eternity, they can never come to a period,‘because there 
must always-be an infinite distance between them and the Creator. These 
conceptions open to our view a prospect of stupendous magnificence and 
glory. There is nothing in religion more beautiful and triumphant. Con- 
ceive of various orders of creatures, thus going on from strength to strength, 
thus for ever gaining new accessions and brightening to all eternity ; through 
everlasting ages adding knowledge to knowledge, and excellence to excel- 
lence—wiat can be more glorious? Surely ‘ it must be a prospect pleasing 
to God himself to see his creation thus for ever beautifying in his eyes and 
drawing nearer to him by degrees of resemblance.” 

But we need not stop even here in the justification of the wisdom and 
goodness of the Deity, in creating beings of different orders and !enduing 
them with different degrees of perfection ; for it can be proved, that the very 
evils which, prevail among the lower orders are rendered subservient to their 
own well-being, and to that of the system. If this can be shown, if the be- 
nevulent operation of evil can be established, and if this be connected, as it 
ought to be connected, with the truth that reasonable beings, however infe- 
rior the condition in which they commence their existence, are destined to 
rise higher and higher in endless progression, and to contribute to their own 
advancement, the proof of the infinite benignity of the Creator must be ad- 
mitted to be complete. 

That evil under the superintendence of infinite wisdom and benignity, is 
the meansof producing ultimate good, has already been proved. In addition 
to the evidence which has been adduced of this most important truth, the fol- 
lowing considerations deserve great attention. 

All natural evils are reducible to one, namely, pain. There is nothing in 
the nature and motion of matter, nothing in any actual or possible result of 
these which is considered evil, that is not so demominated, only because its 
ultimate effect is to produce in the sensitive creation uneasy sensations, that 
is, pain. But there is no pain which has not for its object the production of 
good. There is no motion of matter which produces pain to an animal, un- 
less that motion tend to its destruction, and the pain occasioned by the injuring 
cause serves to prevent the injury. In proportion, therefore, as the preser- 
vation of the being is a good, this pain is a good. 

Upon the whole, then, it is evident, that all natural evils are not only con- 
sistent with infinite wisdom and perfect benevolence, but are as much proofs 
of these attributes, as the purest pleasure of the most exalted intelligence. 
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IT? REMOVAL. 


After the present number is issued, the 
office of the New-York Gospel Herald will 
be removed to the room in the rear of the 
3d Universalist Church in Grand (near 


Division) Street. 





We recommend an attentive perusal of 
the Review of “Lectures on Future Pun- 
ishment,” in this number. The Review will 
be resumed in our next. 





The Editor of the “ Christian Intelligen- 
cer” considers it his **duty to inform Mr. 
Balfour and the public, that all he (Mr.W.) 
has written to prove the non-personality of 
the Devil, is false, and must now go for 
nothing”---a gentleman of Bucksport, Me. 
during a recent revival, having “seen the 
Devil with his own eyes, so that there is 
no mistake about it! It is said he had a 
very long tail.” 

This is as painful news to the benevo- 
lent mind, as it must be cheering to those 
who have so long and earnestly contended 
for the real personal existence of his Sa- 
tanic Majesty. It would have been truly 
distressing to some men to have been con- 
vinced that the being, through whose in- 
strumentality so many “immortal souls” 
have been scared to heaven, existed alone 
in the crazy imaginaticn of a poet’s brain! 





“ Overcome evil with good.” Does God 
sodo? If yea, will He torture any of His 
creatures world without end? 





“There Satan, the first sinner, lies”— 
that is, in Hell. So says Orthodoxy. Yet 
his Satanic Majesty is said to tempt men 
to sin in this world! Query: Hashe been 
bailed out? 





NEW ASSOCIATION. 


The “ New-York and Philadelphia As- 
sociation” will meet in the city of New- 
York, the first Wednesday and Thursday 
in May, 5th and6th. Brethren in the min- 
istry, and others, are respectfully and ear- 
nestly invited to attend. 


Peter, in preacing to the murderers of 
Christ, says: “ Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abra- 
ham, In thee shall all the kindreds of the 
earth be blessed.” Acts 3: 25. 

Would an orthodox preacher of modern 
times have thus preached? Would he not 
rather have said, “ Ye are the children of 
the Devil,” &c. 


Finney, the celebrated fanatic and revi- 
val manufacturer, has been elected Con- 
stable of the borough of Reading, Pa. ! !— 
A friend suggests, that the present occupa- 
tion of Rev. Constable Finney, will oft 
times lead him into very fit company ! 





Modern Scribes and Pharisees would do 
well to bear in mind, that 


** A phiz which seems to scowl at sin, 
Oft veils hypocrisy within.” 





Preachers of the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery tell us frequently about “ eternal 
death.” Are they aware that these two 
words are no where to be found, in connex- 
ion, in the Scriptures? If they do, why 
do they not undeceive their hearers ? 





BRIEF COMMENTARIES—No. 3. 


James 3: 15. 
“ Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet water and bitter?” 

Man “ was made subject to vanity.” His 
affections are fluctuating. To-day he may 
love, and to-morrow he may hate.. There 
are gradations in his passions. His love 
may be partially excited towards a friend 
to day,—that love may be stronger to-mor- 
row. He may hate a foe to-day—to-mor- 
row he may harbor a deadly hatred towards 


| him, 





; 
- 
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This fluctuation in the passions proves 
the changeability of man—and changea- 
bility implies imperfection. Yet man can- 
not love and hate one and the same object 
at one and the same instant. 

And how stands the case in regard to the 
Deity? Are there gradations in his good- 
ness? Impossible—for gradation implies 
imperfection. Can there be such a passion 
as hatred in the mind of God? If there 
be, there can be no such thing as good- 
ness—or, if there be, it cannot be exerted. 
“Can a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet water and bitter ’” 

Now, as no one will contend for the ex- 
istence of hatred in the Deity, it will be 
conceded that his nature is goodness— 
“ God is love.” If so be, it will follow, 
that whatever proceeds from the Creator 
must be unmixed goodness. 

And further, there can be no gradation 
in that goodness—for gradation implies 
imperfection. If the lowest grade of His 
goodness be not as great as it might have 
been, we have no assurance that His great- 
est goodness is perfect. From this is very 
readily deduced the conclusion, that there 
can be no gradation in the goodness of 
God. He must be equally and alike good 
unto each and every created thing. 

It is recorded—* I am the Lord: I change 
not.” Hence we may draw the conclusion, 
that all the works of His hands are now, 
ever have been, and ever will be, the ob- 


jects of the equal, unchanging and perfect 


love of God. A. ©. TF. 


en 
RELIGIOUS RIOTS. 


It appears by the “ Religious Inquirer” 
that one of those sense-sickening scenes, a 
religious riot, has commenced in Hartford, 
Con. How very strange it is, that man— 
who was fornied for high attainments, and 
whose nmiind is susceptible of noble powers 
of reflection—should yield himself a will- 
ing victim to mere animal excitement! 

Such scenes are called revivals. They 
are so. They are revivals of Pharisaical 
righteousness, spiritual nonsense, hypocrit- 
ical canting, and the ravings of Bedlam.— 
This is evident from the fact, that the first 
thing necessary to “get up” a revival, is, 





ar 
to get reason and common sense down,— 
Then, he who can make it appear that he 
was the greatest sinner, becomes the great. 
est saint—and he whose lungs are soundest 
the best Christian! Reason is dethroned, 
common sense is exiled, insanity reigns 
with a rod of madness, and the farce ends 
in the Hospital,—if, haply, it turn not into 
a tragedy! Yet such scenes are called re- 
vivals of religion! ! Pshaw! A.C.T. 


=O MQe.- 
STOP THE MAIL! 


Conversing with some friends,a few days 
since, on the attempts which have been 
made, and are now making, by the clergy 
and clerical influence, to “stop the mail” 
on the first day of the week, one of them 
observed that “it would be well to petition 
Congress to stop the salaries of the clergy 
on the Sabbath.” 


_ Now, inasmuch as I admire consistency, 
if the mail is stopped, I cannot see why the 
salaries of the clergy should not also be 
stopped. By so doing, their mouths would 
be stopped—remove the cause, and the ef- 
fect ceases.—By the mail, we receive news 
of asecular nature; by the mouths of the 
priests we also receive news—oft times old 
news, to be sure—nevertheless it may be 
called news. 

Well, if the means of obtaining secular 
news be stopped, I cannot see wherein 
would consist the impropriety of stopping 
the medium through which we receive 
clerical instruction. Stop the salary, and 
the effect will cease. 


Now, what say you, brethren—ye who 
have so strenuously advocated the neces- 
sity of stopping the mail on the Sabbath— 
are ye willing to forego the fat living ye 
have hitherto received for laboring on the 
Holy Day? * * * . 


True, ye must have bread. Bread is the 
staff of life: But there are. numberless 
ways of obtaining it besides by labouring 
on the “Holy Sabbath Day,” and thus 
“accounting it an unholy thing.” By ris- 
ing early and working diligently during 
siz days of the week, you might obtain a 
comfortable living by digging potatoes, or 
breaking stone. Besides, this would be 
fulfilling the commandment, “Siz days 
shalt thou labor, and do ALL thy work.” 
You then might rest on the seventh day 
with a peacetul conscience. 

A handsome salary, I am well aware, is 
a weighty argument in favor of continuing 
to labor on the Sabbath; but remember. 
brethren, consistency is a jewel! 


A.C. T 
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LETTERS TO LIBERAL CHRISTIANS. 
LETTER V. 


BreTHREN,—Another important 
means of enlightening our fellow men, 
and thus of bringing them to a know- 
ledge of the truth, is, to circulate, 
widely, books and publications con- 
taining illustrations of scripture, and 
a defence of our views against the 
misrepresentations of our opponents. 
Books and papers will frequently be 
read by persons who would not hear 
a preacher of our doctrine advocate 
the truth ; and, being perused in pri- 
vate, they will be likely to engage se- 
rious reflection and meditation. We 
venture to say, that more than half 
of the persons in the United States, 
who have become convinced of the 
truth of Universalism, have been led 
to embrace it without ever hearing a 
minister of our order preach. From 
the Bible, that best of all books, they 
have first perceived, and been led to 
acknowledge the truth of Universal 
Salvation, assisted, perhaps, in many 
instances, by other works, which con- 
tain correct rules for reading, and for 
the proper understanding of terms.— 
Such being the fact, what encourage- 
ment does it present for us to aid, as 
far as possible, the distribution of the 
scriptures and of those kindred works 
which go to throw light on the sub- 
jects of investigation. 

A valuable and instructive book, 
may become a preacher to hundreds ; 
it can pass from one person, or from 
one family to another ; and it has this 
advantage over personal instruction 
from the sacred desk, that the infor- 
mation it contains can be perused and 
remembered. And if preserved, it 
may also become an instructer to ge- 
nerations yet unborn. A man will 
often read, in private, what, owing to 
pride, or resentment, or other circum- 
stances, he will not hear; and when 
he will read, if there is light in the 
production, he cannot well avoid per- 
ceiving it. We cannot, in this place, 





forbear to quote an extract from a 
private letter received a few days ago 
from Rev. Mr. Balfour, of Charles- 
town,—trusting he will excuse the li- 
berty we take in so doing : 

‘* | regret there is so little zeal 
among Universalists to diffuse their 
sentiments by the press. Orthodox 
people leave us at an immense dis- 
tance behind them in this respect.— 
Many, very many, will read, who will 
not hear us preach, and why should 
we not affurd them the opportunity ? 
[ am convinced from some experience 
in this neighbourhood, that ten dol- 
lars expended by individuals or socie- 
ties in books and papers, do more in 
breaking down the prejudices of peo- 
ple in a given place, than fifty dollars 
laid out in preaching. If we only ex- 
erted ourselves one half as much in 
circulating our sentiments by the 
press, as other sects do in diffusing 
theirs, what might not be effected ?”’ 





The publication of Br. Drew’s earnest 
and excellent Letters to Liberal Christians 
closes with this number. To those who 
have not attentively read, and carefully 
weighed his arguments, we again recom- 
mend a second, and a connected perusal. 
We are convinced that the time has come, 
which calls for the concentration of our 
energies, the developement of our moral 
and physical resources, and the judicious 
application of our united powers, in the 
cause of enlightening, liberal, and happi- 
fying principles. C. 

+ OBQo.- 
Effects of a belief in endless misery. 

It appears from a paragraph in the pa 
pers, copied from the Montreal Herald, 
that a woman of that city, Mrs. Judith Con- 
cure, lately cut the throats of five of her 
children, in consequence of her belief, that 
if they lived longer, they might forfeit 
their chance for salvation, and be doomed 
to endless misery hereafter.---Chr. Intel. 

74+ 

“ Behold, the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth, much more the wicked 
and the sinner.” Proverbs 11: 31. Isthe 
sentiment true or false ? 
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Lectures on Future Punishment. By Ed- 
ward R. Tyler. Pastor of the South 
Church, Middletown, Con. “ Our God 
is a consuming fire.” “ Am I therefore 
your enemy, because [ tell you the 
truth?” Parmelee and Greenfield. pp. 
180. 

On a subject of such immense impor- 
tance to man, and which so materially af- 
fects the sharacter of our heavenly Father, 
as does the tenet under consideration, we 
have aright to demand—not merely the 
highest probability, but the most incontro- 
vertible evidence. Nothing short of this, 
can justify our belief in a dogma horrible 
beyond description—a tenet which withers 
every enjoyment, blights each rising hope, 
and converts all our apparent blessings in- 
to real curses. 


But have the advocates of this doctine 
in question taken this course? have they 
produced proof paramount to the testimo- 
ny of our senses, and which surpasses de- 
monstration 2 We appeal for a reply to the 
work before us. Gratuitous assertions, 
heathen traditions, and ‘ old wives’ fables,’ 
stand forth as witnesses, and the figments 
of imaginstion are set in array against facts 
which no man can dispute, and which all 
who possess reason can understand. 


Rev. Mr. Tyler commences with a peti- 
tio prinetpii. The whole subject which 
he has promised to prove, is assumed ab 
initio, and the controversy settled by one 
dash of the pen—thus : “ The future pun- 
ishment of the wicked is a doctrine of 
Christianity.” Some men arrive at con- 
clusions by inductive philosophy, while 
Mr. Tyler, like the renowned Julius Ce- 
sar, has only to appear on the field, and 
reap the laurels of victory. Having thus 
early and summarily settled the entire 
question, and arrived at certainty without 
the labour of investigation, we should be 
in utter darkness respecting the motives 
which impelled him to further exertion, 
had he not given us his reasons in the first 





> = 
paragraph ; to wit. “I cannot feel my du- 
ty discharged without laying the evidence 
of the doctrine before those for whose re. 
figious views I am accountable ! ! !” 

Our author having suddenly descended 
from the pinnacle of infallibility to the 
footstool of accountability, we pause to ad 
mire the modesty of this young man, gs 
conspicuous at the first blush— for whose 
religious views I AM ACCOUNTABLE.’ Wij} 
he condescend to inform the public how 
far this responsibility extends? Whether 
to all who read his book, or is it confined 
to his particular audience at “ the South 
Church, Middletown, Connecticut ?” 

But he speaks of laying the evidence of the 
doctrine before us, and the following cap. 
tion is prefixed to his first Lecture. “The 
certainty of future punishment provgp 
from the use of the word Gehenna.” Af. 
ter acknowledging the truth relative to the 
primitive and only use of this word in the 
O. T., asthe name of a polluted place 
near Jerusalem, he adds, p. 6. 


“ In the time of Christ, however, it had 
assumed a secondary and metaphorical 
sense, béing employed as the name ofa 
place of torment, in which the Jews beliey. 
ed that demons and the souls of wicked 
men are to be punished in eternal fire.” 


The reader will here remark, that Rev. 
Mr. Tyler says so, and being accountable 
for the religious views of others, common 
courtesy may dictate assent to the propo- 
sition, though the evidence of this change 
in the use of Gehenna, has not been laid 
before us. But his own testmony shall be 
brought in array against himself. Onp. 
7. we read—* No one, however, is allow- 
ed to depart from common usage, without 
explaining the new sense of his terms.”— 
When Mr. T. shall produce a passage from 
the N. T., which absolutely settles his 
use of the term, we will afford it all due 
attention. 

We now escape at least six pages, and 


find him thus speaking of his own labours - 


about the word Gehenna, which the read- 
er may peruse at his leisure, on the four- 
teenth page. 











a ease a 
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“TZ But let it be admitted, that thus far no 
certain conclusion in respect to its signifi- 
cation has been obtained.” 

We admit the propriety of this conces- 
sion, but consider it more properly belong- 
ing to p- 180. But he will not thank us 
for cheapening his services by wholesale. 

On the same page he gives the follow- 
ing positive declaration. 

« To enter into life, is to enter into hea- 
yen. Life is orren used in this sense, 
«These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life 


eternal.” 
Here the reader will remark that the 


whole argument is assumed. It 1s so—I 
say it IS so, and my saintly word shall not 
be disputed. But we say it is not so, and 
we challenge him to show that eternal life, 
(zoe aionian) the life of the age, is used 
in the N. T. in any other sense, than to sig- 
nify the life of the gospel dispensation. 

After passing-a number of ifs, buts, and 
puerile suppositions, we find the following 
sweeping declaration on p. 18. 

“ All these difficulties are removed by 
supposing, what is true, that the soul 
means the immortal part of man, a sense 
which it often bears.” 

Shall we be censured here for doubting 
the value of his supposition, and denying 
positively, that the word soul, as used in 
the scriptures, ever refers to an immortal 
principle in man? Do the scriptures in one 
instance suggest the idea of an immortal 
soul? If so—where? Is it in the passage 
which declares that God alone hath im- 
mortality ? Men, in the aggregate, and in- 
ferior animals, are occasionally termed 
souls, but the literal signification of the 
Greek word, psuche, rendered soul, is life. 
* Art thou a master in Israel, and know- 
est not these things?” John Mason, A. M. 
in a treatise on Self Knowledge, p. 18, in- 
forms us that “ the soul is the animal, or 
sensitive part.” But great men and even 
doctors will sometimes disagree. 

On page 20 we find the. following. 


“In the third chapter of James, Gehen- 
na is used for the wicked confined in it, in 
the same manner that the names of coun- 





tries are used for their inhabitants or ru- 
lers. “ And the tongue is a fire, a world 
of iniquity ; so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature, 
and it is set on fire of hell ;” that is, by 
Satan and his subordinate army of de- 
mons.” 


We have already exhibited the modesty 
of our author to the admiring gaze of our 
readers, and we now present them a spe- 
cimen of the facility with which he com- 
prehends “ the words of the wise and their 
dark sayings.” He says, Gehenna ts used 
for the wicked confined in it. These are 
the supposed beings described by the late 
Dr. Hopkins, as “ a drove of Satan’s dea- 
cons.” ‘This may be plain enough to those 
who understand it ; but when James gives 
us a different account of the temptations 
by which we are led astray, Mr. T. will 
be pleased to excuse our scepticism. But 
we will look briefly at his system. 

If we do not greatly err, the first notice 
which the scriptures furnish of Satan, is 
his appearance to Balaam’s ass. The trans- 
lators have rendered the word angel, how- 
ever, by way of accommodation, we pre- 
sume. As to the subalterns, they shall be 
more distinctly noticed. 

Demon, is from the Greek word dai: 
mon. The opinion of the ancient heathen 
respecting demons, was, that they were 
the spirits of departed men, either good or 
bad, who revisited the world, and acted by 
unseen ways, on the living. Good de- 
mons were considered benefactors, or tute- 
lar angels. Bad demons, or the evil genii; 
were supposed to inflict people with dis- 
eases, more especially deafness, blindness, 
epilepsy, lunacy, and those affections con- 
sidered incurable. This was the current 
opinion in the days of Jesus Christ, and it 
is still the opinion of the ignorant multi- 
tude in oriental countries. Query—does 
our author indeed believe in the vast ma- 
chinery of supernatural agency— 


“ Of witch ridden ghosts, and ghost-ridden 
witches ?” 


On the subject of demons, the Jews hold 
the following tradition. 
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“ According to the Talmud, demons 
were originally angels created on the sixth 
day. ‘Two of these spirits were expelled 
from Heaven, in consequence of their hav- 
ing exhibited jealousy and malice at the 
creation of man; they intermarried with 
the daughters of men, and their progeny 
were demons.” 

As Mr. T. seems anxious to strengthen 
the faith of his hearers and readers in the 
superstitions of by-gone ages, we have 
here furnished him with ample materials 
for a flight into the Elysium and Tartarus 
of the Greeks, and Babylonish fancies of 
the Talmudists. If witches will aid his 
researches, we refer him to the history of 
Salem. 

On p. 21, he strengthens his certainty re- 
specting the N. T. use of Gehenna, by a 
probability, and a perhaps, the latter of 
which commences a note, thus— 


“ Perhaps Christ borrows in this chap- 
ter, the language originally descriptive of 
his final coming and of the future condem- 
nation of the wicked, and applies it meta- 
phorically to the approaching destruction 
of Jerusalem.” 


In room of our own remarks on this note, 
we turn the author over to the castigation 
of Professor Stuart, on the double inter- 
pretations of Scripture. 


“ The consequence of admitting such an 
opinion should be well weighed, What 
book on earth has a double sense, unless it 
is a book of designed enigmas? And even 
this has but one real meaning. If a literal 
serise and an occult sense, can at one and 
the same time and by the same words be 
conveyed, who that is uninspired shall tell 
us what the occult sense is? By what 
laws of interpretation is it to be judged? 
By none that belong to human language; 
for other books than the Bible have not a 
double sense attached to them. For these 
and the like reasons, the scheme of attach- 
ing a double sense to Scripture is inadmis- 
sible. It sets afloat all the fundamen- 
tal principles of interpretation, by which 
we arrive at established conviction and 
certainty, and casts us upon the ocean of 
imagination and conjecture, without rud- 
der or compass.” 


Having no wish to exhaust the patience 
of the reader by noticing all the unfounded 
assertions and puerile conclusions of Rev. 
Mr. T., we will travel onward ten pages, 





ty 


where we discover no small perplexity jn 
the mind of the author, from the circum, 
stance, that so little of the epistles ang 
preaching of the apostles can be tortured 
to speak his meaning. But here, again, 
his fertile imagination solves the problem 
in this very lucid manner : 


** And PROBABLY, in all their oral instruc. 
tions, the doctrine of future punishment 
held a sufficiently conspicuous place.” 


Now if this is not sufficient to satisfy any 
rational mind, what becomes of Mr. Ty- 
ler’s responsibility ? 

But, as we have already seen, this pro. 
bability is soon magnified into certainty, 
How it arose to “ assurance doubly sure,” 
we can no more decypher, than we can tell 
why old and ugly women were formerly 
witches, nor how they passed through a 
key-hole, nor why they might be killed by 
silver bullets—-but that the supposition 
ends in reality, is as certain, as that the 
Pastor of the South Church in Middletown 
is infallible. But here is the whole before 
you. Speaking of those to whom the 
epistles were directed, he says, with all-be- 
coming confidence—* None of them doubt- 
ed the doctrine of future punishment.” A 
round assertion, for one who has had his 
opportunity for perusing ecclesiastical his- 
tory.. 

That “inconsistency is a badge of error,” 
is a maxim so well established, that we 
shall dwell but briefly on what has this 
appearance, in the closing remarks of the 
first Lecture, p. 33. 

“ Indeed, so long as it is acknowledged, 
that faith in Christ is the only security 
against destruction in hell, it cannot be 
questioned, that many are involved in it. 
It cannot be believed, that all the dead 
chose to serve God in their life time, at the 
hazard of losing the dearest earthly objects. 
This is not the case wie all the living, 
even in this enlightened and religious age. 
How many, as far as the eye can follow 
them, even to the verge of eternity, bear 
the marks of the most decided impiety !— 
but this point need not be argued. There 


is a hell in which incorrigible sinners are 
punished.” 


That which appears as an utter incon- 
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sistency in this quotation, is the discrepan- 
cy between the first and last clauses of the 
above quotation. If“ faith in Christ is the 
only security,” then lack of faith is that 
which alone renders men liable to “ de- 
struction in hell.” But the last clause 
threatens punishment in hell to “ incorri- 
gible sinners,” a sort of people as unknown 
to the writers of Scripture, as “the fi- 
nally impenitent.” Thus it appears, that 
so far as we have followed Mr. T., his la- 
bours have produced but very little cer- 
tainty. 

But, has our author demonstrated to a 
mathematical certainty, just what,and how 
much, men must believe in Christ? Has 
he shown that man can shape his belief at 
bidding, without a perception of the evi- 
dence on which his faith must rest? Has 
he proved that God demands, where, and 
what, the subject has no power to obey? 
Does, or does he not, require a blind and 
implicit faith in the dogmas of a sect in 
Middletown? Or has he offered a solita- 
ry fact, or rational argument, on which 
that faith is to be founded? Let those 
who read his work, judge. For ourselves, 
we have been sufficiently disgusted with 
this Lecture, not to pursue the writer any 
further, nor, but for a promise given before 
reading it, would the weak performance 
have attracted even this cursory notice. 
With less talent and less wrath than is dis- 
played by Mr. Hawes in his Ten Letters, 
it contains a full share of his absurdities, 
his contradictions, and his unfairness. We 
may touch on the succeeding Lecture, but 
we are not disposed to make a display 
which shall 


‘“‘ Resemble ocean into tempest wrought, 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly.’ 


R. CanFIiELp. 
——n O(a 
PAIN. 

Pain is unnecessary, when it is not de- 
signed to answer a good purpose. In this 
case it is revenge. If it be inflicted with- 
out any design, it is cruelty. 

Why is it that unnecessary pain is in- 








flicted? The motive must be found either 
in envy or hatred. But as hatred proceeds 
from envy, it will be unnecessary to give it 
a separate consideration. 

To what cause is envy to be attributed ? 
Envy is a desire to possess that which is in 
possession of another. If we are not grati- 
fied, hatred is the result. From envy pro- 
ceeds revenge. Thus envy is proved to 
produce hatred, and hatred produces re- 
vengé. 

The question now arises, does envy 
dwell in the mind of God? Impossible! 
Are we in possession of any thing which 
God desires to possess? If not, he cannot 
envy us; and if he does not envy us, he 
cannot hate us; if he cannot hate us, he 
cannot revenge himself upon us. 

This proves to a demonstration, that nei- 
ther envy, hatred, nor revenge, is the cause 
of pain inflicted on man by the Deity.— 
Why then does he inflict pain upon us? 
If he has no design in so doing, cruelty is 
the motive. But as this will not be con- 
tended for, what remains, but to admit that 
pain inflicted by Deity, is not unnecessa- 
ry, and as a natural deduction, it is design- 
ed for our benefit. 

If pain be of an endless duration, we 
must attribute it to cruelty—because end- 
less misery cannot possibly benefit the suf- 
ferers thereof. O. W. 

—=3 {( 

We have ,eceived a copy of the “ An- 
cient History of Universalism,” by Hosea 
Ballou, 2d. We have not had time to ex- 
amine it, but have no doubt that it deserves 
the encomiums bestowed upon it. Itis for 
sale, at the bookstore of E. Bliss, Broad- 
way, near Wall-street. 


“A.B. G.” “O. W.” and several other 


ag SF 
, communications have been crowded out— 


they shall appear in our next. 





The absence of the Editor of this paper 
may account to some correspondents for 
what might otherwise be justly deemed 
neglect. 








144 





NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 











SELECTED. 














On THB DEATH OF A Broruer, 


I saw him in his youthful grace! 
He seemed like one not born to die, 
For hope was in his radiant face, 
And rapture kindled in his eye. 
His voice yet lingers in my ear, 
How warmly gushing, full and free, 
How gently glowing, calm and clear, 
As music on the silent sea. 


How high his beautiful disdain 

Would rise at some ungenerous deed ! 
How soon at sight of human pain, 

His quick and tender heart would bleed. 
The changes o’er his brow came fast 

As colors on the seraph’s wing ; 
Nor ever from his spirit passed 

The glory of his opening spring. 


I saw him when the robes of death 
Were lightly folded round his form, 
And leaned to hear some ling’ring breath, 
To learn if still the heart were warm. 
The morning light was o’er him spread, 
Andall was life-like in its glow, 
As glistening in the eastern red, 
The frozen fountain seems to flow. 


This is death’s mercy—thus he throws 
A living calm—a thoughtful shade— 
A mournful beauty of repose, 
Round the dark ruin he has made. 
But when the snowy hand I pressed, 
And felt the deep mysterious chill, 
It flashed conviction to my breast, 
And all my busy hopes were still. 


I see him yet—he cannot die! 
When morning brings the pensive hour, 
And day hath closed its weary eye, 
He comes upon my heart with power, 
And spreads through all my troubled breast, 
The spirit of immortal dreams, 
That gild the dreary hours of rest, 





And fleet not when the morning beams. 


I see him yet—I see him now, 
A tenant of the brightest sky, 
Where sorrow never clouds the brow, 
And tears are strangers to the eye, 
I see him standing with the blest ; 
And now his heavenly years begin, 
My weary heart retires to rest, 
And mourns not for what once has been, 
E. W, 
————EEE—EEE—Ee 


New Pusrication.—We have received 
the Ist number, new series, of the “ Chris. 
tian Watchman and Repository,” edited 
by Rev. William Bell, and published week. 
ly at Woodstock, Vi.—Terms, $1 50, in ad. 
vance. The number before us contains a 
Sermon, and several other excellent artj. 
cles. May it, verily and indeed, be a faith: 
ful“ Watchman.” We wish it success, 





Proposals for publishing Volume II. of 
“ Priestcraft Exposed, and Primitive Chris. 
tianity defended,” were lately handed to 
us. The work is published monthly at 
Lockport, N. Y.—Terms, $1 per annum; 
Persons wishing to subscribe can have an 
eeatenty of so doing by calling at this 

ce. 


The Sermon in this number, not oceu- 
pying the space we usually allow for arti- 
cles of that nature, we have made an ex- 
tract from “ Smith’s Treatise on the Divine 
Government.” To say that it is excellent, 
would fall short of its merit. 





The Trustees of the 3d Universalist Society 
in this city, will meet at the church in Grand 
(near Division) street, on Tuesday next, 28th 
instant, at 3 o’clock P. M., for the purpose of 
renting the Pews in that Church. 





Rev. A. C. THomas will preach at the 3d 
Universalist Church, in Grand street, on Sun- 
day next. Subject for the evening, John3: 3. 
“ Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 


[The New-York Gosrpet HERALD AND 
UntvERsAList Review, is published every 
other Saturday, by A. C. THOMAS, at No. 6 
Centre (near Pearl-st.) 


T. FISK, EDITOR. 


Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
who receive their papers by mail $1 perannum. 
—payable, in all cases,in advance. [(7 Com- 
munications, &c. must be post-paid. 




















